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RUTH about British
somewhere between
censorship and the Berlin bulle-
tins. Anvbody who knows that

segment of the British empire can readlly
understand why.

Had there been any widespread revolt
the curtaln which the censor keeps down
could not have shut the news of it out
from the world's knowledge and tha in-
telligence would npt be limited to Berlin.

Did  enti peace and content prevall

India lies
the London

there would he no need of the extraor-
dinary secre which London seeks to
maintain about India

The most important factor is Engiand’s
Moslem subjects in India. The Moham-
medansg have been the bulwark of British
rule. Their loyalty during the political
agitations up to the opening of the world
war never has been questioned.

On the other hand, seditious move-
ments prevailed among the Hindus long
befpre the breaking out of hostilitles,

PILLAR OF THE KUTUB MINAR AT
YEAHRS OLD.

That the war has furhished the occasion
for their spread is undoubted, and that
there have been numerous trials and
executions of Hindus for sedition is ad-
mitted in a guarded, official way.
=
* ¥

it has been thought by those who know
India that England's real problems would
begin whenever the world war shall end.
Then will come the necessity of meeting
the demand of the two hundred milllon
Hindus of varlous castes and sects for a
larger measure of self-government, and
the mneed of reconciling the Moham-
medans (o the preponderance of the
Hindus.

1t is an imperial political problem of
great magnitude. Meantime, the burn-
ing question will be how to keep the
bulk of the Mohammedans and Hindus
wuilkinz together for the safety of Eng-
land.
h“'hlle the seditious movements have
been confined largely to the Hindus,
these natives alen have given some s g-
nificant evidences of their lovalty, fully

ritain’s

T

HEY Have Little Part in the Seditious Movements Which the London Censorship Veils.

Mohammedans Have Been the Bulwark of British Rule, and Their Loyalty During the
Political Agitations Before the Breaking Out of Hostilities Never Has Been Questioned—An
Imperial Political Problem of Great Magnitude—British Officials in India.

MOSQUE OF AURANZGEB, THE MOHAMMEDAN CONQUEROR, IN BENARES, THE HOLY

as significant as the proofs afforded by
the Mohammedans. The Nizam of Hy-
derabad, a8 Mohammedan ruler, who, ac-
cording to the Berlin reports, was de-
posed by his subjects, has nol been the
only Indian prnce to give substantial
testimony of his devot'on to England.
Native Hindu rulers have made cash con-

LETTER WRITERS IN

NORTHERN

INDIA.

tributions and have furnished troops.

Possibly the majority of the Indian
contingent in Egypt and the Darda-
nelles are Mohamedans. Nct improb-

ably the majority of the native Indian
troops in the expedition up the Per-
sian gulf to Bagdad are also Moham-
medans.

Sound reasons of state require that

these Mohammeadan troops be sent to
Mohammedan countries, so that they
may prove to the faithful in those

countries that a larze section of Islam
is loyal to the flag of England, and
that the prophet's faith is in no danger
from the great Christian powers who
form the allies. Buat it is also under-
stood that there are many Sepoy regi-
ments in the expeditionary forces who
are Hindus.

-

* *

If England can keep her Hindu sub-
Jects and her Mohammedan subjects
out of a general seditious movement,
and fighting together for the integrity
of the empire, she will have accom-
plished a task of great difficulty. There
are deep-seated raclal and religious
antagonism= and even the antagonism
of diverse civilizations.

To the bulk of the natives of India the
Mohammedans are still an allen people.
They came as a conquering race, astablish-
ing the falth of the prophet by the sword ;
but the India of today is not so wvastiy
different from the Indla of the centuries
which knew not Mahomet and his con-
quering hosts,

There are in the Indlan empire, includ-
ing Burma, approximately 250,000,000
inhabitants, and of these between B50,600,-
000 and 60,000,000 are Mohammedans,
The remainder are Hindus, whether Bud-
dhists, Brahmans, Jains, Stkhs or frag-
ments of the other relig onsa and castes,

The geographical distribution of the
Mohammedan population is fairly wide-
Hpread, but it is much more compact in
some gections than in others. In kaleido-
scopic Bombay, with (ts medley of races
and rellgions and its mingling of all the
races and religions of the orient, the
mosques of the Mohammedans are so
modest as to be almost lost in the wilder-

ress of Hindu tempies. With perhaps ona
or two exceptions, the Protestant and
Catholle structures are more pretentious.
*
* *
The Mohammedan himself is almost
completely lost In the endless streams of
Hindus who pour ceaselessly through the

streets of Bembay., He (s distinguished
from the mass of the population by his
rerd fez, and by wearing elothes enough
to cover him decently, according to west-
ern {deas

Hyderabad, which is in south central
India, or Deccan, while it has a large
Hindu population, is nevertheless as dis-
tinctly Mohammedan as any one part of

India, and the nizam, who is, or was, the
Mohammedan ruler, Is fairly typical of
the Mohammedan rulers throughout India.
The coming of the holiday mood, which
heralds the ending of the Mohammedan's
month of fasting, and which corresponds
to the Christian Easter, is celebrated in
Hyderabad with all the pomp of the
prophet's religion

wormmen are subject to the closest
tions on their ap rance in pub-
and are so completely veiled that

the profane observer getl: not even a
glimpse of the features.
The harsh oriental methods of making

an example of public ecriminals also
prevall, or did prevail a few years ago.
The criminal is decapitated publicly.
This might not be so bad, but the pre-
liminary spectacle is demoralizing, for,
notwithstanding that wine is forbidden
to the faithful, it is not unusual for
both the eriminal and the executloner
to be intoxicated.

British officials, on the occaslon of an
especially scandalous exhibition of this
kind, sought to bring about a reform;
hut they had to approach the subject
very cautiously, as the mnizam's gov-
ernment could not go too strongly in
the face of local sentiment, which, from
immemorial times, had looked upon the
decapitation ag a spectacle in the na-
ture of a festival

However, civilization, as represented
in some sections of the United States,
hags not much on Mohammedan eivili-
zation in Deecan in this respect, since

C1TY

OF THE HINDUS.

in several states hangings are practi-
cally publie spectacles.
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British officials {n India and the home
government Itself have had more tribu.-
lation over the Mohammedan popula-
tion of Bengal than in any other part
of Ind Notwithstanding that they
are numerous, they yet form a very
small part of the total number of in-
habitants,

The Bengalese are the least virile of
all the native races of India. There
are more of them than there are Mo-
hammedans in all India. They are also
the most opposed to British rule, and
anarchy has been more prevalent there
than in any other part of the country.

Calcutta, the great city of Bengal,
Kipling's “City of Dreadful Night,” is
reasonably cosmopolitan, because of its
importance as a shipping and commer-
cial center; but it is, nevertheless, thor-
oughly Bengalese at heart.

The Mohammedans in Bengal have
numeraous grievances against their Hin-
du brethren. The state was partitioned
in order to concentrate their influence
and relieve them from the ascendency
of the Hindus. This caused bitter re-
sentment on the part of the Bengalese.

Sir Bamfylde Fuller, the British offi-
cial who had much to do with the par-
tition, incurred go much odium that the
home government found {t necessary to
call him back. He was a type of the
imperialist, arrogaft and aggressive,
who has done so much to antagonize
the Hindus by his advocacy of the pol-
icy of repression and control of “the in-
ferior races.'

Lord Minto, who went out from the
governor generalship of Canada, adopt-
ed a conclliatory pelley; but the Ben-

galese refused to be conciliated: al-
though the Mohammedans presented
Lord Minto with a memorial of a

somewhat flowery character, affirming
their loyalty.

Bengal was also the center of the
Swadeshi, or home-market movement.
The ostensible alm of this movement
wag to encourage the native industries
by boycetting the British products
which came into conflict with these in-

oslem Subjects in India Are Loyal

A MOHAMMEDAN

dustries. It had 2 genuine economic
Justification.

Notwithstanding all that !s said—and
part of which Is true—about the bless-
ings of British rule in India, the coun-
try's interests always are made sub-
sldiary to England's interests when it
comen to trade and Industry.

The continuous discontent of the Ben-
galese and the seditious movements
caused the seat of India government
to be removed from Calcutta to Delhi.
Northern India has a larger proportion
of Mohammedan population than the
central and southern sections, and it
was thought that with Delhi as the
seat of India government there wpuld
be less heard of the seditious and an-
archistic movements. It is at Delhl
that the durbars are held, the great
gpectiacies which are suppozed to typify
loyalty to the royal family of England.

The Mohammedan population of Delhi
is as loyval as the Mohammedan popu-
lation of Calcutta and the rest of Ben-

gal, but this has not prevented some
very unpleasant occurrences for the
governing powers.

Memorials of the Mohammedan con-

quest in the form of numerous mosgues
are very much in evidence at Delhi.
The most famous of these iz the Jumna
Musjid mosque, with its three marble

domes; hut the Pearl mosque is far
more beautiful. The great arch and
wrought iron pillar of the Kutub

Minar, twenty-two centuries old, is the
reminder that Mahomet's religion is
after all 2 modern one. 4

Benares, on the Ganges, the real holy
city of the Hindus, with its uninter-
rupted stream of pilgrims and 1ts in-
numerable evidences of the persistence
of the religions of the Hindus as they
have existed for centuries, neverthe-
lesa has many memorials of Moham-
medanigm. The Moslemm mosgques ac-
tually dominate the Hindu templeg,
and the tomb of the congquering em-
peror, Aurangzeb, is the most prom-
inent memorial in the holy Hindu city,
though the Mohammedans themselves
are comparatively a small part of the
population.

=
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The farther north one goes in India

the stronger the Mohammedan influence

becomes. The fierce Pathans and other

fighting tribes on the borders of Af-
ghanistan are Mohammedans.

Among the characteristics of the Mo-

hammedans in Indla are an aptitwle
for trade and for politics, including
office holding. The Pathan traders

spread sguth to Ceylon, while Moham-
medan meschants control the business
of most of the cities. The Mohamme-
dans are also the money lenders. This
is another cause of the antagonism be-
tween them and the Hindus.

In spite of the influential position
they occupy, the Mohammedans fre-
quently speak of themselves as an op-
pressed minority who are persecuted In
business by their Hindu neighbors, and
who de not get their full share of the
offices. When these complaints become
very pronounced the British oflicials
extend fresh recognition to the Moham-
merdans, and for a time there are fervid
protestations of loyvalty.

The protestations of Mohammedan
politicians and Hindu politicians
amount neither to more nor less than
do the professions of politicians in oth-

WOMAN OF INDIA IN OUTDOOR DRESS.

er parts of the world; but in spite of
surface ebullitions the probability 1a
that the mass of the Mohammedans of
India are sincerely loyal to England.
German intrigues cannot work on them
in the same manner ag on the Hindus.
The only means of arousing them is

by inculcating them with the fear that
their religion Is in danger; and at-
tempts of this kind have not been suc-
cessful, except in a few Isolated in-

stanceg where fanaticism has been ap-
pealed to without the leading Moham-
medans having a chance to combat it.

The allegiance of the educated Mo-
hammedans to the sultan as the reli-
gious head of Islam is hardly more
than nominal, and they have no use for
him whatever as the pol'tical head. Tt
Is for this reuson wth others that
they have been indifferent to the ecall to
them to revolt against English rule and
take part in a holy war

They are not without a sense of hu-
mor, and the spectacle of the kalser fo-
menting a holy war to save the religion
of the prophet undoubtedly has made it
Cifficult to maintain their habltually
grave demeanor.

*
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The mass of the Mohammedan popula-
tion in India is, however, an ignorant
maes. In spite of the complete antag-
onism between thelr monotheism and
the pantheism of the Hindus, where the
Hindu population is largely preponder-
ant the Mohammedans have absorbed
many of the forms gf Hindu worship.
This is the testimony of many educated

Mohammedans.

A leading Mussulman of southern In-

dia not long ago wrote that living
with the Hinudu side by side, and work-
ing along with him day after day, the
flliterate Mohammedan found it very

easy to imitate some of the customs of
the Hindue. He gave a number of il-
lustrations.

One was that three days of the week,
Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday, were
regarded as not auspicious for bath-
ing. Tuesday was also a bad day for
getting shaved, because on that day
if a man got shaved his star was said
to dip in bleod, and every human be-
ing was supposed to live under the
protection of a star.

Wednesday was regarded a bad day
for traveling, and if a traveler began
his journey on that day he wag lahle
not to return home safe and sound.
It would seem from this that among
Hindus and Moahammedans Wednesday
corresponds to the Friday of many
Christians.

While the mass of the Mohammedan
population, living side by side with
the Hindu mass, may have absorbed
many of their customs which educated
and orthodox Mohammedans regard as
superstitious, even the ignorant Mo-
hammedane are not likely to be In-
fluenced by the political agitations of
the Hindus. They are not fanatieal
and thelr close association with the
Hindus prevents that,

Speaking generally, it may be sald
that the Mohammedans constitute ap-
proximately 25 per ceunt of the popula-
tion of India, 1 this 25 per cent is
the bulwark of British rule. A frac-
tion of it may have its loyvulty shaken
and he affected by German influence,
but the great mass is likely to remain a
fixed quantity and to sustain England
in the war.

Efforts of Washington Merchants to Find Relief From Bad Check Evil

ington.

UESTION of What Women Have to Do With the Evil—His-
tory of Sex in Relation to Money Matters—University of Wis-
consin Has School of Domestic Economy—*“Lessons in Law for
Women”—Work of the Retail Merchants’ Association of Wash-

~
HE Retall Merchants' Assocla- even their rather new ones, 20 aban- of fraud and Impositlon practiced upon
tion will ask the coming Con- G0ned are otherwise virtuous domestic “confiding malden ladles or widows who
: ase a1 to stop the Fomen to the practice of selllng any- intrust thelr moderate means to faith-
hipasbinareaty . iy thing in u man's wardrobe for a few less mule friends to invest for them':
passing of t checks, whith cunvs toa be spent on something for also, because the “wrongs perpetrated
has become an evil of such proportions themeelves or the house? by husbands on their wives in refer-
In Washington that the merchants de- Do not some hushands indulgent by ence to the estate of the latter have
1s they must have relief from some nature find it necessary to forbld a been numberless.
i P wife to run mccounts, for unless the “Some hushands intrusted with the
uuarter. woman = made to feel (suffer!) what money of their wives have invested it
What have women to do With thal she spends, by paying cash for every in thelr own names, so that, on thelr
evil? purchase. the bills that come in at the deaths, it was claimed by thelr own
The ouestion arises logically, it is as- fIret of the month are enough to drive relatives. Otherg have wasted it upon
ried onmection with the fact that © Jman ta drink and destruction, as their pleasures, and others have lost it
e r imleed often happens, as evidence in ijn wild =peculation or the grosser
the official shoppers of Washington are she history of embezziement and other ity s ol
wom not men. The spenders of crimes amply proves. “It is knowledge of events like
4merican money are womer. This fact It was an Intelligent woman and a these,” says Judge Cox in the Introduc-
™ 80 menerally established that the Eood one the widow of a New England tion of his book, “which has often
professor, who in the financial difi- caused the author to wonder that no

Cniversity of Wisconsin was influenced
by it to erect & echool of domestic
BCONOM Y.

Those figures, seen in relation to the
Washington merchants’ need of a law
to stop bad checks, made one usk, “Is
the finuncipl responsibility of shopping
oo great for the ‘weaker sex?” Are
women inclined to be dishonest in thelr
role of disbursing agent Ior the fam-
iy? 1s it the women of Washingion
#who have yielded to the temptation of
pas=ing bad checks until the step now
aken by the Hetail Merchants' Associ-
stion has becorme necessary?”

Popular history of the sex in relation
to money matters, alas, inclines one to
pessimiEm. Is not the noblest of
wives heileved to be capable of rifling
ner husband's pocketa while he sleeps
and of taking anything she can find
with & clear conscience?

Do not good mothers, In their secret
sonclaves over the diffculty of keep-
img up with the Joneses, often confesa
thaut the high cost of living and the
ymall profits of matrimony drive them
o the crime of breaking Into the chil-
dren's savings banks in order to make
pnds meet?”

=
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Do not husbands as a class realize
oo well the necessity of mounting
itriet guard over their ald clothes, and

culties of her sad lot in life hit upon
a pretty acheme of “getting by" her
Lille. Once a month religlously she
went through them and had a good
cry, then she would tle them all up In
pink ribbon and hide them out of
sight.

-
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Explaining her system of keeping
accounts to w friend, she sgald she chose
pink ribbon {nstead of mauve, which
some might fancy more appropriate, he-
cause whenever by accldent she stum-
bled across the bills in her Jdesk It was
more cheerful to see pink than any
calor associated with mourning.

When the late Walter 8. Cox retired
from the Supreme Court bench of the
District of Columbia he Immediately
devoted himself to a task the purpose
of which was formed out of his long
years of experience in dealing with
the law-—to write a book that would
mikke women better able to cope with

money affalrs. He called the book
“lLessons in Law for Women,” and he
published it shortly before his death,

litile more than a dozen years ago.

At that time the eminent jurist drew
true to life the picture of women's re-
lation to business. The reason he glves
his “fair readers’” for writing a primer
of law for them is the great amount

one has essayved, specially, to enlighten
women a8 to their rights and legal
status, and has inspired him with the
idea of attemmpting to some moderate
extent to supply the omission, which
ldea, and the persuasion of femeale
friends, have prompted the present ef-
fort."”

As one of those female friends who
helped to perauade Judge Cox to write
his "Legsons of Law for Women," it
would be ungrateful to that courtly
gentleman and finished scholar not to

complete his picture of the woman's"

need of knowledge of law with the fen-

ture he makes of the woman's Inno-
cently Irresponsible conduet in busi-
ness,

For Instance, he relates the story of
“a certain lady who overdrew her bank
account, and when notifled of It and
requested to refund the amount over-
drawn, sent a dainty note inclosing her
check on the same bank for the
amount.”

&

“In another case,” Judge Cox tells,
“a gentleman going from home left
with his wife & numbar of checks on
his bank, signed by him with the
amount left blank, to be fllled up by
his wife as she needed the money, She
drew out all his money and when in-
formed by the bank, she Insisted that it

HOW THE FRENCH HUSBAND GETS SPENDING MONEY.

could not be, because sghe still had a
number of her husband's blank checks.”
The late Charles A, Conant, author of
several learned hooks on banking, used
to recite from his experience as treas-
urer of a loan and trust company the
story of the woman who being noti-
fled that her account was overdrawn
appeared at the bank in a state of vir-
tuous indignation, scolded the cashier
roundly for having let such a thing
happen and, before he could get a word
in edgewise, charged him under pen-
alty of losing her business, never,
never, to do such a thing again!

The women for whom Judge Cox
wrote his “Lessons in Law" ara por-
traved as the “weaker wvessels" in
money matters, but they were touch-
Ing in that role, for If they were a
source of some confusion to business,
they were more particularly the wvic-
tims of their pretty Ignorance, appeal-
Ing to the chivalry of just men to rem-
edy their ills.

“What are yvou to do with money,” is
a %ueation which Judge Cox asks his
“falr readera” and answers for them,

“You will by no means turn it over
to some bLenevolent old gentleman, or

_them

speclous young one, who offaers to take
yvour money and pay interest on it, or
invest It for you; but you will retain
control over it yourself, and to this
end you will deposit it in your own
name in bank.”

*

*

This advice to women has hecome
fixed in the practice of banking in
Washington after a fashiop that indi-
cates how times have changed even
since Judge Cox's recent day. Banka
do not hesitate by advertising to seek
to do business with women, who, how-
ever, still remain the “gentle” sex in
banking, The more prosperous banks
provide special rooms for lady custom-
ers, who, thus segregated in the oper-
ation of writing checks or makmg“uut
deposit slips, exhibit an “afterg.ow of
the hurem. One bank has soft lights
burning in its ladies’ room, a bouquet
of fresh fowers on the table, blotung
pads in pastel shades, and annexed is
& tollet room thoughtfully supplied
with invisible hairpins and violet
scanted rice powdar (ladies are expect-
ed to bring their own rouge sticks,
for obvlous sanitary reasons}.

A more conservative bank posts
above the cashier's heand in the window
of the ladies’ room a sign informing
that they will be expected to
make out their own deposit slips; and
this hank in the holiday season last
year adopted a practice which seems to
glve weight to the dark suspicions
arising as to the cause of the proposed
bad chack legislation.

During tha rush of holiday shopping
the fair clients of this bank found upon
the tables in their special room a
strange looking check l.-la.n!; which,
being printed in the merry Christmas
hue—the bright red of helly or poin-
settia blooms—at first sight conveyed
the idea that the bank intended by
these checks to give away money in
discreet amounts as a holiday greeting
to lady customers.

s “lu'l e checks were not pos

bt il e crimson »
slh]h:‘:o negotiate outside the bank and,
for the bank's protectlon, were devised
from necessity occasioned by the ex-
tensive practice women had made of
entering the room there, taking ordi-
nary check blanks and, without ever
having an account in the bank, using
these checks to do their Christmas
shopplng.

T];:?t fmd commentary on the sex
might be interpreted as having sinister
bearing on the so-called progression
of women, for not one line in all the
carefully prepared admonitions and lrf-
formation contained in Judge CoX's
book assumes that women a dozen
vears ago needed to be restrained from
dishonest practices in money matters.

This is really vital in relation to the
woman suffrage movement which is
widely hailed as a means to purify

polities; it is of practical econcern to
the wage-earner and to business, for
stressg of competition among men, the
necessity men' encounter of speclaliz-
ing all their forces on the labor which
produces, tends to make the American
wife the cashier of the man's wages
or wealth.

And almost to the same extent that

this prevails in France, where it is
usual to see the wife in a street car
lift up her skirt and dig into the

pocket the French woman always has
in her petticoat to pay her husband's
car fare, And it is the hushand who
holds out his hand to the wife for any
epending money he needs. What the
American woman does with money has
become one of the big practical gques-
tions of the day.

Thank goodness, then, that so far as
the action of the Retail Merchants' As-
sociation of Washington is concerned,
the proposed legislation to stop the
passing of bad checks |s not particu-
larly designed in view of the cupidity
of the general run of woman shoppers.
No! let the glad truth come out at
once to relieve the awful nervous strain
that the crimson doubt occaslons,

Investigation among the merchants of
Washington discloses that the passing
of bad checks is largely a practice con-
fined to a certain criminal class, the

individuals of which organize their
operations as maliciously as house-
breakers or kidnapers. The elubo-

rate pains they take and the daring of
their plans Is fairly typified in a case
which the past summer gave numbers
of merchants great trouble.

=
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A man—not a woman, notice—took
an apartment in a fashionable apart-
ment house and paid one month's rent
in advance. He deposited a small sum
of money in a4 bank and obtajned a
check book. Then he made a round
of first-class shops of all kinds, or-
dered quantities of goods sent home
to the very correct uaddress, C. O. D,
He paid for the things with checks.
In the natural course of business af-
falrs at least three days may be count-
ed on for a check given to & merchant
to get back to the bank on which it
is drawn.

In legss time than that the gentle-
man (not laudy) shopper had packed his
goods into one kind of wvehicle and
another—he even bought and got away
with furniture—and by the time the
bank had returned to the wvarious
merchants his checks stamped with the
fluminating words “Insufficlent funds"
the man was off to parts unknown with
goods representing a handsome ¥roﬁt
on the money he Invested in a fash-
{onable apartment for & month and a
bank account fer a day,

That in a general] way describes ons
class of persons who pass bad checks.

The difficulty in dezling with the ab-

vious crime committed proceeds from
having no law in the District directly
applied to the specifie matter of draw-
ing a check deliberately on a bank
where no funds are on deposit to pay
the check,

It is always possible to plead ig-
norance that the account has been
overdrawn, and it is alwava possihle
to tell plausible tales of intention to

deposit money before the checks would
be presented for pavment.

The law aimed at this situation by
the Retail Merchanis' Association
would Hmit the time that such pleas
may be advanced by making It a erim-
inal offense to have failad within thres
days of drawing a check to have suf-
ficlent moeney in the bank with which
to pay it,

*
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If it is a distinctly criminal class
which puts the merchants to the great-
est confusion in the matter of dealing
with bad checks, there is. the mer-
chauts say, an immense amount of an-
noyance and needless expense suffered
by them in consequence of goods being
got—or even money belng got—on
checks which are returned from the
bank stamped with the ominous words
“Insufficient funds,” and, being various-
ly explained, are, after more or less
vexations delay, made good,

The big department stores are really
the bankers of their customers, to
whom they not only convey merchan-
dise, but also money, to the extent of
millions of dollars in the course of a
year; for a favorite means enmploved
by persons afMicted with a poor mem-
ory as to how their bank acecounts
stand Is, instead of going to the bank
with their checks, to go to a shop and
ask n merchant to cash a check for
them.

In such cases the merchant seeks to
take every precaution against fraud.
He requires the person whe passes the
check to be identified, and he calls up
the bank to learn if such a person has
an account. But banks refuse to make
a statement as to the flgures of a per~
gon's account or as to thelr credit.

This leaves the merchant in the dark
on important detalls, and competition
in trade favors the deslgn of persons
tempted beyond their strength (and
their bank accounts) or of persons in-
tentionally crooked. Thus not a man,
but in this case, alas, a woman, is
causing one big merchant to deplore
his zeal to boost trade by being accom-
modating to a “fair” shopper.

*
* *
The woman purchased & suit for §87
and tendered in payment a cheek

drawn on a bank ip Alexandria for
$100. Her appearance inspired confi-

(Continued on Fifth Page.)




